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MEXICO.
HIGHLY IMPORTANT NEWS,

The Capture of Oajaca by the
Imperial Army.

Surrender of the dinriNi of Pt?e
Thousand Mm at Discretion, with

ill Their Munitions of Ware

General Porflrlo Diaz Submits
.
to the Empire.

Oontinned Arrival of Austrian
and Belgian Troops.

Dfcfeat and Capture of the Liberal Armies
at Jalisco, Toluca and Zacatlan.

Generals Rojas and Romero Taken
Prisoners and the Former Killed.

Organization of the Mexlean
National Army.

The Empire Divided Into Seven
Military Departments*

POSITION OF JUAREZ AT CHIHUAHUA,

Arrival of the British Minister, and His
Keeeption by the Imperial Court,

ARRIVAL OF PIERRE SOULE AT THE CAPITAL.

Celebration of Wishington's Birthday by
Loyal Americans in Mexico,

a#«j ac.,ac.

Ou City of Mexico Correspondence.
Citt or Mixico, Feb. 19, 1806.

Decidedly the event of the year, thai far, hu been
Me capture of Oajaca, with Its entire garrison, consisting
tfieae Ave thousand men, by the Preach army under
llaMfeal Baiaine. The Franco-Mexican pre** is daily re-

eetring the details, which are sent by oourier to Puebla,
¦ad despatched thenoe by telegraph to the capital. In
WJ recent letters to the Haaau> this was predicted, bat
.?en the most sanguine adherents of the empiae were not

prepared for so complete and speedy a result, which as

eflbctuaBy ends the war in the southern portion of
Mexieo as the surrender of .Richmond would in Virginia.
lm fact, Oajaca was the only remaining stronghold of
MM Juarea forces, and in that respect may be considered
St having been the Richmond of Meiico. In eetlmating
¦M importance of this event, it le necessary to take into
eeoaUeration the email amount of military foroe employ¬
ed en both sides, compared with the great struggle in the
Vailed States, and that the capture of the liberal citadel
.fSouthern Meiico, with five thousand men, cannon and
Material of war, together with Porflrio Diaz, the princi¬
pal Juartst general, wefehs ee heavily against the liberals
H ten times that force would in the United States The
Mage of O^aca, if each it may be called, lasted but a day
Anas the time of the arrival of Baaaine aad the com¬

mencement of his plans for its reduction. Tho campaign
V1B new probably be followed up with the view oi |<aseing
.areas the Statee of Oafacn and Puebla into Guerrero,
Which new lies evidently at the mercy of the French, and
¦My he approached from the eastwsrd in fewer days
ttu M would have required months to have reached
ftoaa Meiico direct The best military Judges hen con-
alder the work of pacification In Central and Southern
Maaleo aa an acoompliahed fact. Henceforth the liberals
«menly hope to make front In the northern dei>art-
¦eeota, and there the scarcity of population will enable
feeae to collect only eeattered bands led by oqe and an¬

other petty chieftain, against whom the imperial govern
naent, relieved of the burden of Oajaca, can now turn its
wndivlded strength.

sprvaaa or **. nrtiui arw.
Tbe m«i from other pert* of the empire are equally

fevoreble to Maxltnillaa. The nolwl guerilla chiofa
Xqjaa and Romnro, have both been defeated, and thtlr
troope captured. Add to tbla the defeat of Gutierrez at
¦u Joronimo, a few week* sinoe, and the capture l»*t
WMk of Zaoatlan, with it* entire garrison and munition*
.f war, and it will appear that the moral of bucchh* In
4eci4edly with Ike imperial force*, whioh are now being
largely reinforced by the continual arrival of Austrian
and Belgian troepe, who are mart bed at once Into the in-
Mmfrom Vera Cru*.

outsat or ni« ramm noon.
On the other band the liberate liave met with . dc

.Med auocea* in Hlnaloa, whore tbe French troope, march
lag inland from the vicinity of Maxutlnn. were surpri-ed
and routed, with n severe toon In killed and woonded.
there are now in Sinaioa, counting Uioee that have been
tent thither from the eouthern and oentral de|*rt taenia
.fthe empire within eii week*, about three tlioa»and
iBBperml troop*.eeventeen hundred, under command of
general Caatagny, em rrmtr for Sonora, and thirteen
handred, under General Gamier, to remain In Miudoa.
The mar< li offlarnier toward* Cullacaa wa* opposed by
BeaenU Rubi a few week* since.where the Utter bad
aratled come formidable earthwork* in a pans in
Mountain*.between Durango and Hlnaloa. Carnler, alter
. abort but deaperate fight, carried the jdace and look a
hqe nuaabet of prisoner*.
Meantlaae Juarea i* making Chihuahua hi* head

fnaitara, where, with a email force and ht* "cabinet,"
Mhaa cetafcliehed hie temporary eeat of government,
having with him all the national archtvea which he took
fMn the palace io hla flight from Mexico, at tbe entrance
.f the French in the apriag of l##3. It 1* atated here
that * large quantity of arm* and ammunition bad txv n
.eiaed by the Curtom House authorities at San Francisco.
M hoard a achooner bound to Bonora, deatined to aupply
hla foreea, and that the non-arrival of those had greailytfiaeonraged Juarei and bia party. The *t«ry, however,la probably another version of the eeiiure of muaketa on
hoard one of Uia San Fraud»co and Mai lean steemahip*
Bora than ayu ago

For five or *l« month*, until quite recently, the gene
ral rouraa of event* had been unfavorable to the Krem h
hat, within a few weeks*, owing to the more Judicious
tlapoeiiion of the Imperial foreea, tha adoption of aomc
new feature* In conducting guerilla warfare, And the eon
summation of plan* which It required mo;ith« to carry
Into effect, the tide be* changed, nniil French eii*c*M*e*
form tha burden of new* from all point* General Tor
f*ni (Mas ami his officers, lately capturc'l at O.ijiva,
have alreaily int i.i.iled their denire lo give Hi
their adh*n*lon formally to the government,
and there now remain* only a ghost of' an
army under Alvarez ami tha few 111 aupiftled
Itmi|i* attavbed to Jusre* himee.if in the far

north. An unpr^Judieod view of event* for the last six
weeks and an Intelligent observation of what la now

going on most convinoe any "outsider" that the empire
is becoming every day more firmly established, as far as

the internal affaire of Mexico are concerned, while its re¬

lations witt all the European Powers are growing mors

intimate. At the same time some of the most determined
guerilla chieftains have voluntarily laid down their arms
and offered their submission to the government, con¬

vinced, like ex-Senator roots, that it Was all up with
their party, and that discretion was the better part of
valor. Besides the able General Romero, already men¬

tioned, there are also Generals Cuellar and Gonzales,
both prominent leaders of formidable bands In the terras
taUimtm, on the Golf coast, who appeared before ths
prefecture of Orizaba a few days since, giving In their
adhesion to the empire and requesting safe conduct to
Mexico.

nroun MURunoN.
The other day n delegation of Indian chiefs

representing the powerful savage tribes of In¬
terior Yucatan and Campeaohy, arrived at Vera
Crux, and being conducted at government expense
to the capital, were presented to the Emperor.
Their addresses were in the genuine style of the red
man, ottering eternal allegiance to their new father and
protector, and all that, and accompanying their vows of
fidelity with specimens of their rude industry and agri¬
cultural products. His Majesty was dressed in his must
splendid uniform for the occasion, looked every Inch the
Emperor, and evidently produced on his primitive and
gratified visitors a suitable effect.

THS EMP1HB HOLDS THS MMPORTS.
Every seaport on both side* of ths continent Is in pos¬

session of the Imperial forces, excepting Acapulco from
which the troops were withdrawn a fow weeks since to
augment the army of Sonora and Slnaloa. The fall of
Oajaca places Acapulco and the entire Pacific coast, from
Tehuantepec up, In the imperial power. The debarkation
of war munitions of any kind from abroad Is thus pre¬
vented, as well as the parage of bodies of Juarist troops
by sea from port to port. The Liberals possess no manu¬
factures of powder or arms; their supply of war material
Is constantly decreasing by successive captures, while
that of the Empire is constantly augmenting. Then,
too, the demoralization, begottee of repeated defeats, Is
already seizing on the liberals, whose operations are
now virtually confined to a system of guerilla warfare,which, at best, can only be prolonged a few months.
Maximilian will then be at liberty to direct his attention
to forwarding the Important public works he has thus far
encouraged by all means In his power.
These are, in brief, the actual facts as to the situation

of afflUrs in Mexico. To support them I might fill your
columns with details such ss come to the knowledge of
every unbiassed spectator, but the true state of the case
Is patent to ail.
Those writers who, for the sake of leaelng American pre¬

judice In the required direction, exaggerate small reverses
and belittle important truths, serve only to deceive the
public as to what is transpiring in this country, for the
want of a regular correspondent in Mexico one of your
contemporaries recently published some "important
semi official Intelligence" which rather astonished such
as could read English in these regions and got a sight at
the paper in question By that account tho city of Mo¬
relia, about eight hours' ride from here, had been as¬

saulted and taken by storm by the liberals, several other
equally Important places captured, and the whole Impe¬
rial fabric tumbling to pieces. The Archbishop snd the
Pope's Nuncio, according to this veracious correspond¬
ence, bad packed their trunks and sailed In disgust for
Europe, and the very deuce was to pay generally. Not
ouly has Morelia not been taken, but no attempt of the
kind has been made. Not a ghost of a liberal force has
been near Morelia for months, while the ArchbiBhop and
Pope's Nanclo are quietly smoking their cigarltos and en¬
joying themselves after the most approved Mexican fash¬
ion, at leatt they were, a few evenings since, at a ball given
by General Almoute to some of the foreign visitors at the
capital. The liberals in Mexico, writiug to their friends
in the Cnitc-dStates, often ttate for facts what are merely'
surmises or rQmors ol the moment, and as anything from
here in the shape of news appears to be acceptable some
of the press are not a]ways scrupulous about the author¬
ity whence tney obta'n if.

THK MKXKUN ARMY.
Within a few days the official pr> ss has published from

the War Department the organization ol the na¬
tional army of Mexico. Of this ariny, which
in all branches of service is to comprise
thirty thousand men, the Emperor reserves su¬
preme command. The empire Is divided into seven mili¬
tary divlsious. There is a special Onard Pala'ine and a
LrgUm de Otndarwirrif. The infantry (Chauxurt a pied)
is divided into twelvo batallion*. The cavalry consists or
six regiments, each of four squadrons; twelve conipanta
p-ejidtaUt d'. ravalerie. Thero is a batallton (a ptr) of
artillery in six batteries, and a squadron (Cr-ai'n d'artil-
Irit). An artillery school is established, with professors,and foundries and arsenals are to be erected under the
proper corps of directors. This is the outline of the new
military system. The whole arrangement, including de¬
tails, would occupy too large a space for publication. The
entire national army, which Is to be governed by the
French cede miHtairr, may be thus summed up:.
18 Generau
40 Officers d'etat nuyor.
60 Officers d'administraiion.
10 Officers d'etht major dee places.
Garde Palatine, 60 hommea.
Gendarmerie, 1,918 hoinmee.
Infanterie, 17.600 hommea.
Cavalerie, 4,740 hoinmee.
Companies pr. sidlalee, 1,694 hommea
Artlilcrie.2,694 homines.
Ucnie, fc'17 homines.
Troupes d'adininistratloB, 830.

-^Forming a total of 30.044 mm, exclusive of officer*.
This force may bo reduced to * peace footing of 22,374
men.

Ttie Qmdanurir Is organised nnder a special decree,
and is bit nded to secure tranquillity throughout the
country and the prompt execution of the laws The fol¬
lowing are the i-alariee of the officers and men In this
logton:.
Colonel, per annum.. |2,*20 Seiyen: major |629
I.ieufnant colonel... 2,<H0 Hcrgent a cheval.... 400
Chef d escadron 2,220 Kergent 4 pied. 400
Capitaine 1,740 (aporal a cheval.. .. 422
Lieutenant 1/4X8 Ca|*>ral i pied 3«2

Sue lieutenant 1,368 Gendarme a cheval.. 367
Ihidanl M® Gendarme 4 pled.... 807
This orymizallon of an lm|ierlal army for Mexico h.is

occupied the ai tentton or the government for scvcial
months. It I* adopted, as a glance ai iric above rci 'w'
will show, to the |M-culiaritieeof Mexican topography and
chinatc auil local circumstances. The training of the In
fantrv Is contacted with special reference to the |ieciiliar
style of mountain light ng.guerilla warfare.which must
generally characterize military o|*em>M>us in the luterior
or Mexieo. TF* exact proportion of Knrjpeon troops In
this bodv cannot be asr«Tiain«d, as the contingents from
Austria »nd BeMum have been Increased from the oriyl
*ial number; tvu (t is stated, on the be*i military au¬
thority, that Auatra furnishes not leva than eleven
IhoUMitid men and Belgium four thousand The French
amount at present to about twenty thousand; but It tin
been some time d eified that these shall he rec .lb d to
Franca-' soon a.-> the country hss h.-come sufficientlypacitled to admit or their being withdrawn.a |xilntwhich, it is thought, the government Is now fast attain¬
ing. The proportion of M"Xl ar. to Kuropcau troops llien
will be about a* two to one.the higher grades of officcr*
being of course Ktiro|>earia It Is thought thai the Km
l>eror will never s .tflc « ntly win ovor the nat ve* to
bis government lo trust them with lni|s>rlruit commands or to place unlive officers
over any considerable Issly of Mexicans;but with a strong, tirm band. xikI a continuance of the
policy he has adopted thus rue. there cau be little qu s-
tion of his success He Is making friends everywhere,and showing a capacity and energy of character which
command m-pcct snd poml him out as a natural
lender.
The Austrian and Belgian troops are volunteers for the

Mexican service for a term of six yenr* They have spec al privileges over other soldiers of tlo-lr own countries,and are allowed at the close ol their term a certain
amount of government land, the pol.cv of which Is not
only to tempt good men Into tba adventure, but It ofli r.
no inducement lor them to r; main as permanent settlers.The Mexican service ha.' Isien so popular among officer*
of the Aii' triiui army, psrtlv from a personal r gard for
the youm, KmpiTor and partly from the romance of the
thing."Hall* of the Montezuma*,'' and all that -that
when volunteers w< re called lor from among thnm nearlya half of the entire body offered themselves, und It Iw
rame ncces ary to selci t. Among the Au-li an and Bel¬
gian officers who have recently arriv -d hen- arc anyamount o4 titled ami ariatocratic sprigs of nobility, someof thetn heirs to immense wealth and others poor aschurch nuce, but all filled with a genuine zeal for thenovel scenes they have enter d upon, and all devoted totheir pet, the former Archduke of Austria, whose repu¬tation a* a dashing, courageous, free hearted gentlemangave him iu earlier days a sort of Prim e Hal characteriv Inch always lakes wltb the masse* in Ktirope, whoaSilled to good M»se and generally of spirit.The French iol<licrx, on the whole, appear to belli*advantage here than the Austrian and Belgian, exceptingthe ejivalry, in which the Austrian legion excels allother* trom Kurope Hut the French look inord UJiegenuine campaigner* than the others Perhaps onereason is that the /.onaves. wjio wwioose mo«t of thstforce in Mexh o sre the p rk of the French army Rndhave heeu aoi limated in Africa, while the other* haveseen lc* active sorvl e. The meeUnga of the Frenchand A trians in the streets and c <fh Is sometimes a littleawkward, owing to cerUin reminl-eetic s of H ilferlnoSlid Hiigenta not always very agreeable lo the Austrian*particularly If the French, as is the ca-e here, happenlo be d forated with medal- commemorative or thosefamous victories, Htlll they harmoulre pretty well owingto the strict military regulation* enforc d, hut Manmllian is anxious to cut loose from France a* mum sipossible, and be emperor of his own dominions, and theFrench flag and uniform will be seen no morn hero fromthe time that the country has b on brought to a reasonatlle state of pacilkation The fall oHtnJaca, it Is thoughlias brought that time close at hsnd. It i* agrave quest1 S*s to whether the German troop* will conduct tbem«e 41,1

as well as the French have done, but such of them artaken part In the campaigns In Honors, Hnalo nave
Oajaca, have thus far proved themselves quite t » andthe French tine ol the lintel looking corps I b sjnal to
se it is the Emperor's tluard, composed of **<. fver
Among the recent arrivals st Vera Cm* was ©ermanw.of Polish lancers, for s rvlce In the table ' a regimentcavalry are especially required But the Anils, whereable looking fellow* 0f all who have Be most remark
in this strange war are the Aral*., of wlv 4fced to Mcx co
Dent, brought from th« burninii <Ki' jm a whole registain.ii' u at different noinie in tn at ot Africa, arr

eat«/ V«n

2?U,r-- « tbe natives here
^ ^.,'^>..,Vr ¥-a<1 'n * healthful d#ead of theirferocity and brutf tXJo.rBge to which an element of in¬telligence Las been ln>4*,io<i under French military dis¬
cipline. Owing to ^it imperv loudness to the effects of
climate, and thel». aaturij dislike of cold or even cool
weather, they ar« kept tn the lienu eaHmiti, where tbeybid defiance al'.M ; Ulj ralmtun^ which make suchsad havoc among the florid, light-haired Saxon races of

lru£f" fh*** nimble, muscular athletes, with their
red T<<^ktah trowsers and uniform and their swarthy

and clack eyes, flashing from beneath the Arab
ti'.rban, arc a feature among the dense tropical foliage of
the lowlands. They have done great service in this war,
and rarely, If aver, succumb to the effects of climate or
exposure.
The French zouaves have required two or three years

to properly understand the Mexican style of ftghtlBg>which, however, they have at last come to manage very
well, though not with the peculiar adaptation of the
American. They have established a sort of rural corps,known as contragueriUas, Intended to co operate with the
European troops sgainst the guerilla bands infesting the
mountains, and who prey upon all parties alike.

YAXKKX IMMOKATION 1NVITSD.
A notable pamphlet has recently appeared bar*,written In Spanish, entitled XI Imperie. It takes a con¬

cise view of national affairs from the Independence downto the present day, and particularly as to ths effects of
European intervention in Mertco, which the author
favors as the only means of regenerating the country.In It he urges the employment of native Mexicans In
connection with ths French soldiery, and thus refers to
the latter:.
The French army, formidable In its discipline and courage,la not the best adapted to this mode of fighting. Their sol¬

diers, accustomed to European campaigns, are soon ex¬
hausted by tbe ardor of our sun and the impracticable na¬
ture of our country. After mnrchlng Innumerable leaguesto encounter their enemy, tbey may only meet death on tbe
brink of some precipice, or, if fortune favors them, they ob¬
tain an insignificant Tutorv, yielding them neither honor nor
advantage. The Mexican guerilleros, on the contrary, are
accustomed to mountain Ufe; and, hardened to fatigue,tbey defy heat and hunger by day, while at nightany tree affords them shelter from the storm. With
no discipline whatever, they fight simply to gratifytheir pessions ; and, with a rich prise or the caplWeof a pretty woman, compensate themselves for the dangerssnd privations to which their nomadic existence subjectsthem. Tbe French soldier, terrible In the face of an enemyin ths open field, Is powerless against one which fig'itf only
among mountain ravine*, flnd yvho cannot be pursued over a
country yawning with fre<Tulce». The desperate resistancewhich the French army has encountered In this class of cam¬
paigns Is similar to that which the Roman legions expe¬rienced In their wars with the Parthlans. Their disciplineand courage were alike Ineffectual sgainst those active ene¬
mies, who, alternately attscking and retreating, turned war
Into a multitude of single combats, In which they rendered
profitless the splendid qualities of the Roman army. Never¬theless, the French have gone through this style of warfare
with admirable constancy, and have so far accomplished their
mission that the rural forces of ths country, properly organ¬ised, should now be able to somplete the work of pacification.
This comparison of the French to the Roman legions is

In some respects just, but by long and continual practlcathey have at last become quite equal U> the Mexicans tn
these hand to hand contests tn the mountain defiles and
ravines: so thst however strongly the guerillas nosy have
placed themselves, or in however apparently inaccessible
localities, the zouaves scramble up like oats, snd seldom
fail to capture the place, and oftentimes the whole gar¬
rison.

strrmmucT of ths law.
The law has never been executed in Mexico with more

promptuoss than since the establishment of the empire.Although the Juarist troops taken in battle are treated
as prisoners of war, the mountain robbers who prey alike
upon all parties, sexes and creeds, are most summarily
disposed of. Hurdly a day passes but jome of these fel¬
lows ere tried at drumhead court martial and sliot. They
correspond to the bushwhackers of Missouri and Arkan¬
sas, but their shrift Is generally much shorter than tbe
United Slates authorities accord to the last mentioned
robbers and cutthroats. These Mexican bandits live by
pillage, sometimes intercepting the lines of diligences
and stripping the passengors, at others sacking haciendas
and carrying into the mountains the women as well as
the live stock, and again acting as footpads along the
highways and mountain passes. Anything suits them
but work, and rather than perform any kind of labor
they prefer the risk of aapture and death. As long as
the old story of revolutions and counter revolutions
was in practice they managed to eke out a
tolerably Jovial life by joining either army and
dividing the plunder; but the establishment of
the empire, unfortunately for them, has deprived
them of this resource, and the highway is their only
refuge, next to labor, for which every opportunity is
offered to all who wish it, in repairing the roads, but
which they refuse with high di°daln. A dozen Instances
are before me in as many French and Spanish news¬
papers. At Mlxcalco recently four robbers were tried,
condemned and shot in two davs; at Uuadalajara, two;
at Tote la, a noted highwayman, named Nobor Evangelists;
at Alameda, in Querelaro, Jesus Vasques and Pancho
Santa Maria, two old offenders; at Jal'sco, a desperateand daring highwayman, named Cuellar, whose hair¬
breadth escapee ynd bloody adventures would furnish
material for a dosen cheap literature establishmeats in
Nassau street; and soon to tbe end of the chapter. Eight
were thus summarily sent to their final account here
In Mexico lsst week. As soon ss sentence Is passed they
are marched out and shot without delay. These execu¬
tions are having a good effect, and are sensibly dimin¬
ishing the number of offenders.

mt ootLwnoN or ntrmts-
The following letter In relation to the collection of

duties at Guadalajara, directed to tbe collector of that
city, may be of service to traders on the l*acifie coast.
It appears that certain reclamations had been brought
2 merchants of Ouadal^iara against the government for

e recovery of doubl" duties, collected when some of the
Pacific ports were in the hands of ths liberals:.

Mkxioo. Jan. 14.1MB.
My attention having been railed to s recent issue of the

Mmurin of Guadalajara relative to Import dutlea levied uponforeign merchandise proceeding from Oolima, I will state
that from tbe moment a port comes Into possession of the
imperial government goods at that place will not be subjectto pay at the points whither they may he destined, the Importdutv levied by tbe decree of May 1, IBM, upon goods proceed¬ing from ports occupied by the enemy. They will be subject
onlv to the usual customs established by the general tariff,
as is practiced relative to merchandise (tooting from portawhich nave recognized the empire.
You will he guided by this rule, not only for the present,but also in such cases ss may already have occurred. In

making redn. Hons on duties collected contrary 10 tbe sense
or this explanation.

M. Da CASTILLO, Assistant Secretary of Finance.
A TRIl'NPUAI. KNTHT.

Since writing the above Genera] Homero has antred
In Mexico, making a sort of Roman triumph for the con¬
queror*. He was decidedly the "dustleat-' looking war
rior thnt one could well Imagine :-eat <1 on a pa< |(
mule, dwscd in slouched hat and dirty clothing, and
bent over In his saddl an if wearied with his journey,
he entered by the way of Ta ubaya, fcecorted by a com¬

pany of BcIr nns nnd followed by some two hnndred
rattled and jailed Mexicans, prisoners like himself An
the troop passed the Alcmsdn th" Austrian band wan
playing "iimn stirrlnp selection from fl flowMw to a
multitude of tlio fashion and rite of Mexico, who air
themselves nnd their finery there every oth'-r morning.
The crowd, honrlng the noise of boples ami drum*, de¬
serted the Itnliati opera for the more practical affair
Which wan passing In the street, and the bedraggled pro¬
cession marched tiy umld a profound alien ». only broken at
Interpol* by the roll of drums and #¦ ream of bu."lc» The
P.ra StmvflV wan o .1 yesterday with an editorial advising
the Imtri'-dlate execuion of Romero; but an he has in
several Instances been more than merciful to captured
French when fortune favored him, he will, doubt I sh, be
sent out of the country. The only ground upon which
he could be excc ited N a proclamation |r>ued by the
Emperor several months ago, to the effect that time
enough had l> en allowed the tm tionlsts to lay do<vn
their arms and b ri me peuceable citixens, and that from
. given date all persons taken in arms against the goverument would lie treated as bandits and robtiers. It Is
not, howver, generally b lievcd that the letter of this
edict will be enforced.

IMF CAPTIVB WAX
PorfWo Dlax is expected here to morrow from

Otijaca. To mi dtalin/i.ished a captive It is popularly
e*|iectcd cl< mency will be shown But where the line
between clemency and mil.tary r.gor w ill b finally drawn
is not known.

THf MH<n-ll KVVflT.
A few days ago the RonoruMe Peter ("amptiell Scar¬

lett, fi.ivoy Kxt inordinary and Mnixter I'lenlpotentiary
from threat Giitnln to the Mcxicuii empire, prraentei. hia
credentials to Maximilian, at the palace, ,n this city.Tiie usual felicitations paused, ami the letter* from QueenVictoria to the Emperor and Empress hi* published
in the daily papers Mr. Scarlett has filled a
number of im(s>ruiit diplomatic stations representing
fSrcat Britain near Kurup< an courts, and evidently to the
Malefaction of the Qr«n, Tor she aava In her letter to
tlie Kuiv^ror. -..From the larg1 experience wh.ch I have
of the ca?*"-ity of Mr. 8c irlett, and of his zeal in my*er\l< e, I a.-U 1" re ;«ded that he will discharge the import
arit duties of Ins minion in such a manner as to win the
estimation and <»nfldencc «,f > our imperial Majesty auU
Justify my seleMte?* of Inm to reside at your court.'1

TiiacAMAHM *js»t'r Tiis i»miiR 01 an
Capiaiu Beauregard, brother of the ft-

passed throuirh here s«\eft' weeks slue* «l general,
Havana for "onora. It lUHjOffr-1 lb*' . «. from
ri\ed theie. and tnr . *ua«e" .. Captain h.uj kr
nmrkable m .i . iZ .

r maalfeet In a ratht.r re
eelved In ' ¦g~T' ^ judge from the aim >r<l news re
IhciiimLu Maxellan and telegraph d

? l'bBl »«W1 .»" r,,c'r d Me*b» in
lebed Lha* > W..I, and probably no on* in more aston

.n #\xitiiili.in to hear that lie has sliced off so

«. o. a allowance of hie empire to MM the Franco
1 ^r.late I lean regard Is r<|Kirted in tins

that v <«>ry hwh Brw'" n» neve stated
Gnllfor J* i»«»l»ori*l government had sold Lower
the ' o n, Hot.ora, flinalon, fhlhuahua and Duranuo to

p.,,. /reach gflWernment to pay tho expenses of the
I jeh ex|M'dltion to Mexico, and thai, ex R4'iintor (Jw in
.. i been made gentrallsslmo and goverror of thl<
¦ JusMe domain The fail* furnished in my letter*

» the Hm>ai.d, and in othern which are to f>! o»v, u|mk t
all this nonsense. N«w» doae not travnl «. rrpidly h*
mules and conducto* as by steam and cle< trictty, wlilch
account' for your correspondence of January last from
this city, with the intelligence of (Iwln's discomfiture and
haoly departure from Meaico, reaching New Yoik before
II did California.
The Kiif-llsh brie "Imeou has arrived at Vera Cm*,

with rail-i and maleiial for the Mexico and Clinici llall
road, tlie work upon wbli:h la to be Immediately com
mmiccd.

ru tias CDrut renins rr
Pierre!>oule has Jurtarrived h'-re from Ifnvana. wbl'Ser

he went'otn tluee months ago to bring buck to Mexico
one or more lidy relatives who had been expelled from
Kew Orleans foi certain violat ens of military laws exist¬
ing at I bat time.

w/iewtmmii'n am-muT.
"Tie loyal Amor* una r siding in M xico, consisting, as

far as is now known of aliout forty, are i repanng fur a

j ianj dliiuvr at tb« Auiers an Vvueak^e «a Wedt>«*da*

next.the anniversary of Washington's birthday Toasts
sparkling with patriotism, and speeches redolent of
Stars and Stripes, are to be the order of the evening and
night. By the English steamer leaving Vara Crux earlyIn March I will forward an outline of the proceedings.

Oir Havana Correapoadence.
Havana, March 4, ISM.

.can mtailh opm utb inrxxiAL (rocaasw.uciulu
was.

The Spanish mall has not brought the expected details
of the capture of Oejaca city. We have Instead only the
laoonio despatch sent te the capital by Marshal Basaine,
announcing that event In the following terms:."Oajaca
has capitulated to night Porfirio Diax and the garrison
surrender at discretion. All the Armament Is In our poe-
ssesioa I hdve the honor to offer my oongraulations to
yo«i Majesty."
My own Impression Is that there was no light.that the

Preach opened a seven Ire on the olty, quickly destroy¬
ing a portion of It, and Dla^, finding that his troops
would not fight, saw no prospect bnt flight or tincondl- I
Moasl surrender. It Is said he did both; but did not suc¬
ceed In the foaner, having the misfortune to fall Into his
woailes hands. It is not known positively that he wsa
shot, ss first reported. Private despstehee from Etta,
dated after the surrender, state that he was a
prisoner, and that be had gone to Baxalne's
headquarters to surrender his sword to that
distinguished officer, which would Imply not only that
ho had not been shot, but that ho had made no attempt
to escape. I venture to assert that neither he nor any of
his officers hss been shot.simply because he was a regu¬
larly commissioned officer in the service of the republican
government, and oommanded what may be considered a
regular army. The Piench have no legal right to con¬
sider such a man other than a prisoner of war, and are
bound to treat him as such. Some individuals who had,
unfortunately for themselves, deserted to Diss, in conse¬
quence of certain promisee made in a printed circular
which found its way into the Prench camp, were shot as
soon as found. This stay have given rise to the report
that Max had been executed.
H is supiKwed that the fall of Osjaca will Insure

the pacification not only of the State of that namo,
but also those of Puebla and Vera Crux, and the recovery
of Chiapas and Tabasco.'

DKATH OP RtUASL
We have some details of the defeat and death of the

famous Kolas, which I will give you In a few words:.On
the 38th of January an Infantry company, under the com¬

mand of a Optain Berthelln, together witfi fifty mounted
men, under Captain Miranda, surprised the camp of
Rojus at Potreflllos, in the southern part of Jalisco,
and scattered his astonished troops to the four winds,
killing about sixty, among whom was Rojas. The sur¬

prise must have been complete, Mnce there were eight
nundrod men in the camp.three hundred infantry and
five hundred cavalry. Four hundred hooves were cap¬
tured, ono hundred mules and a large quantity of mus¬
kets, lances, ammunition, clothing and stores. Rojns
was a man more remarkable for his cruelty than any¬
thing else, and a few months ago narrowly escai>ed death
at the bands or Arteaga, at that time his commanding
officer, for atrocitlee which are too shocking for descrip¬
tion. His death Is therefore a great blessing to tlto
poor people of Jalisco and thoso on the borders of Zaca-
iccas, Michoacan and Aguascalientes, to whom be was a

scourge and a terror.
IBS FATK or ANOTUKB Ul'XRILLi.

Romero, another g.icrilla leader, whose recent capture
I reimrted to yeu, is one pretty much of the same stamp,
though not so hail as Rojas. His late atrocities, how¬
ever. at Mat'.'pec, of which I gave you some account st
the time, dotiTmined the imperial authorities to hunt
him down. His operations were carri d on between
Toluca and Morelia, in Michoacan, and he commanded a
large party. Hearing of the plot against his life and
liberty, a plot which consisted In simply hemming him
In between superior forces, he retreated rapidly, towards
the clone of January, till he reached ApaUlngan, where
he considered himself safe for a while, having marched
twenty leagues with his men the previous day, a feat
which he thought would place him beyond the reach of
his pursuers. But he was mistaken. On the Slst of
January he warn completely surprised in his camp, where
two hundred of hto men were slain and he, with a hun
dred and sixty others, captured It Is said he was found
concealed in the top of a tamarind tree, into which one
of the victors Iwa pursued a tei tlftea chicken. The
official despatch does not state that he wsa wounded. He
was immediately sent to Toluca, whore be Is to be tried
by a court martial, and I would not give much for his
life, If he is one or those who signed the "Instructions."
Mender, the guerilla leader who attacked and destroyed

the town of Linares, In Nuovo Leon, was attacked and
routed a few days later by Colonel flayon, who captured
over two hundred horses and a quantity of arms and am¬
munition. But the men escaped and would be mounted
again In a few days. Marshal Baxalne ought to punish
anv officer wbo loses bis l<me capturing horses and
mum.

LiTSOT FROM MAEATLAff.
The latest dates from Mazatlan are to January 17, and

the news represents things as favorable to Hie imperial
cause. There were about three thousand imperallst
troops In the town, arrived recently from Durango, under
General Oostagny and Colonel Cornier, who were soon to
Uke the Hold again, seventeen hundred moving under
.Castagny Into Sonera, and the remainder to operate in
8inaloa. In addltlonko thos< troops, there was also at
Maxatlan a force of about twelve hundred sailors of the
navy, armed aa infantry.

It Is asserted that a French detachment left at Veranoe
by Geneaal Castagny, and subsequently ov«rj>owcrod,
captured and seut to .van Sebastian, wore murdered by
the populace at the latter place Tim commander of the
steamer Lucifer, aud those made prisoners with him at
i-an Pedro, have b en more fortunate, since they are well
treated and allowed to move sbmit on parole
When General Castagny was making his way from

Imrango to Mazatlaa. ne met with serious opposition
from the guerillas under Corona, and at the pose called
the "devil's hackboue'' hod a severe fight, In whirb,
though victorious, he lost a convoy of two hundred
mules, and one of his best officers, the Count de Monlarby,
a major in the Cliasseuss d'Afrlque, whose body nw
carried to Mazatlan In ord r to be -ent to France* D :r.ng
the whole of this extremely arduo .s march the troops
were constantly exposed to attacks from the gueriilus
who followed and harassed them till they were within
the very town of Maxatlan. The imperiaiiFt force ut that
point Is to be irnm dlately largely Increased. and a cain-

Sait'U prosecuted against the guerillas, till Sonora and
imilou are both cleared.
THS IKiltT sklWf.m TUB KM CLAXa AND Ol'IRIIXA*.
la fact the war is now red*' <d to the operations of

guerillas >m one side and a regular army on theoth r, but
the guerillas do not represent more than a portion of (he
people, for 1 still InsUt thai a large majority of tho Me\|.
canH have shown themselves favorable to the imperial
cause. If the esse were otherwise, If there were unani¬
mity of feeling In the country, 1 do not think the regular
army could succeed iwamst the guerillas.
TIIR OOV**."l»t»NT TO AM-UMr. THS rATMORAOS Of THS

C Ut'*' II.
I'p to the last dates from the capital, the Important

laws in regard to public worship had not been maife
known, though momentarily expected No doubt the
lolerntion principle will triumph, and in regard to the
Catholic Church It is supposed the lni|»erial government
will reserve to itself all patronage.
Almonte gave a banquet to the Nuncio, which was

attended by all the big wigs sp a matter of course.
FTAR1UIT or IIIC MRXI< A* RMriR*.

As I write preparation* are making at Washington to
administer the oath and inaugurate Abraham l.incoln for
m second term of the Presidency of the I'nlted Mates.
The whole Ameri'an world will hang upon hi* lips
to day; for in regard to Mexico, at least, the words wh.ch
he may utter bring peace or war just as surely as did
those ho uttered four years ago. If the Mexican empire
l>e not recognized, look out for trouble Then is no uw
in endeavoring to cover up or conceal the fact that Max I
mllian Ik (Irmly fixed where he Is, and that a large por¬
tion, in fact a majority, of the Mexican people lire with
Mm For all this France mnst he paid In something
solid; hilt If yon drive out Maximilian France tins hs<\
her |funs for notMng not a very ple.isant reflection for
her government. Ther fore. If Maximilian be threatened,
depend n|»m It Franc will fight A word to the wise,
Ac. Concerning the cession of Sonora I was the first to
deny thn truth of It. and 1 still deny that It has been
done. i-« .nf

" wm be done

NEWS FROM NEW ORLEANS.
Nrw Oriia^s, "ifar< h 1, 1W)6.

General Csnby and «Uff leavo bere today f«r the

vicinity of Mobile
A ting Hear Admiral Thatcher arrived here yesterday

and to day assumed command of the West Gulf squad¬
ron, vice ComHidors Calmer Thn latter officer will
command the rt~ -els left at New Orleans
The steamer Ariaona, Just fitted up a' a flagship, wag

destroyed by fire thirty mile* below here on Monday
night. Five of the crew perished, and several of tbo
officers lost sll their efTWts. The Arizona was one of the
flnnst vessels In the fleet, and her lors will be severely
felt
The rebel General Assembly ef f/ml isna adjourned on

the Uth ultimo, aftrr a three weeks si e-non.
Factories are to he started at different points in the

Mute, and measures are to he taken to relieve the people
of the exorbitant prices iin|>o»cd on the necessanas of
hfe by si>eenlatom
A bill for the relief of illegally disfraneh s>m| people

has passed both houses of the Union State l^glslnt ire.

Cotton m easier; sales of low middling at 19c. a 7Jc.,
m ddllng at 74c. and »(Ant ml Idling at tk Su^ar rang a

at 21c a 2.V Molasses, Ji a gallon Cotton freights to
New ^ rk t(c.

The Kusqurhsnna Hlver. .

llljlili rr, March 0, 1SW1
lbs fluKquelianna river Is reported lear of !<-¦ tliii

moiioeg liatw WUI H WmedtMeiy ren»«0.

SHERIDAN.
His Expedition Up the She¬

nandoah Valley.

The Battle and Victory Near
. Waynesboro.

GENERAL EARLY NOT TAKEN.

THE TOION LOSS TUFUHO.

Cannon, Prisoners and Sup¬
plies Captured.

Rosser Foiled in Attempting to
Besoue the Prisoners.

Union Troops Advancing on Lynch¬
burg from Tennessee*

REPORTED CAPTURE OF THE CITY,
lie., Ac.)Ac.

Mr. Charles H. FarrtU'i Despatch.
WiNaumcit, Va , March t, 18M.

The news of the defeat of General Early and his rebel
trdops in the npper valley received full confirmation to¬

day by the arrival of a detachment of his force, consist¬
ing of the First Rhode Island, Fourth, Fifth and Twenty-
second New York, and the Eighteenth Pennsylvania
cavalry, under the command of Colonel Thomiieon, of
the first named regiment, escorting the prisoners cap¬
tured In the upper valley.
The history of the ex|>editinn, from the 27th nit. to

Friday, the 2d Inst., may be briefly related as follows:.
Tho command, consisting of the First division, General

Merrltt; the Third division of cavalry, General Custer,
and one brigado of the.Second cavalry division, Colonel
Caphart, of the Second Virginia, commanding, with
two sections, or four pioces, of artillery, the whole
under the command of Major General Sheridan,
left their camps near this town early on the
morning of the 27th uW. The weather for
several days previous had been very stonny, the roads
In bad condition, and the streams and livers in the val¬
ley muoh swollen by constant rains and melting snow.

Notwithstanding these seemingly impassable obstacles to a

march, the Lieutenant General gave the order to move,
and It met prompt acquiescence from General Sheridan.
As the troops rode through town the columns were well
closed, the men looked fmh, and there was a restive-
ness dlscernahle th the ranks to once more get a dash at
General Early and his army, whom they had so often
vanquished. There was auother Inspiring element which
conduced to make the (nen feel confident. It was in the
simple but forcible fact that General Sheridan was to ac-

oompany the expedition.
The Third division, General Cnster, as It paw>ed through

the town, was particularly remarked for their soldi rly
appearance. At Its head was its gallant leader, who
had won a proud name by his intrepid deeds. His ap¬
pearance oo this occasion was unusually striking. Ho
looked more youthful than ever. His golden locks
streamed over his shoulders, and his jaunty velvet suit
of clothes, his sailor shirt, adjusted after the most ap¬
proved man-of-war style, looked quite picturesque.

General Sheridan did not leave town till tlie entire ex¬

pedition had got well on the inarch. The route of march
waa up the valley pike, or, to make It plA'n to Uios?
unacquainted with the topography of this section
of the oouutry, up the road that runs Irregularly
but nearly parrallel toMho valley. The road, which
Is macadamised, was found in much better condition
than expected. The troops inarched In column of
fours. The flrst stream croased was Cedar creek, which
was found much swollen, for rvasona alread) ntut d. The
temporary bridge, which was lmilt.by our troo|»s prior to
t e buttle of the lOtli of November last, wax found In
tolerable condition, and by a little manipulation from the
hands of our skilful p.oneers was rendered practicable for
safe crossing.
The troops passed through Kerastown, Middietown,

Straalmrg and crossed Coder creek, Twn.hlinc ri \ er.

Tom's brook and Ten's creek, arriving at Woodstock
shortly before dark, where the tioo|» went Into bivoua ,

having marched a di tiuce of Unity miles. The troop"
lisd the wet fields for their couch and the canopy of
heav n for a (belter, u they mere not provided with
tents.

Pp to this time no enemy had appeared to dispute our

advance. Pickets were set In proper places, and the Hot

night of the expedition iwnil off quietly.
The second day's march was pursued without the or

currency of anything of particular intereat. The troops
crosaed Narrow faa-nge creak, Ktonuy cr"ek ami Mill
creek, and passed through the tow us of Kdenhrg and
Hawklnxburg, crowing the north fork of the Nhenandoali
on a pontoon bridge at a point between Mount Jaekcoo
and New Market. Nina men of the Third division wen?

drowned while crossing the stream. The command en-

camped ntLincoln's Mills; between New Market tiwlHiir-
risoniiurg, having marched twenty seven miles during the

day.
On the thirn day the troo|is broke mtnp at six o'chick

A. M, the Fir^t brigade of the Kir-t divHon Brij'mltcr
flencral I»e\ ins, la the advance On thi) day V march
the tro<ips croased Smith's creek, Naked < rwk and
Middle river, the lalt< r nine mile* t orttuiw<t from Stiun
ton, passing through Harrisonburg, ami by Mount
Crawford, Mount Kidney and Kofi 1>< -fiance. Alter fnM
log Middle rivqr the troop* pushed on to a point wlth'n
four nillvs ft? Staunton, Where they wcut into camp. The
Si»tnnce marched on this the third day waa twenty six

miles.
(ieneral Mietldan had at this Juncture learned pretty

accurately of the position of the «P"my. He learned

that up to the day previous flea. Kurly hud hi- h< »d<|nat¬
ters ill Staunton; that his fore- was i-msll, and that there
wasa probable < hance to capture the entire force. It ap¬

peared that (fen. Karly was apprised ofthe advance of our

troops, for the day prev loua to the entrsn e of our troops
into Staunton he notified the citizens that the Yankees
were cming, and it was poseible he might not be able to

hold the town. The mhsh.tarns acted on his advice, and

removed their valuable projierty to a place of safety. It
is said among their things moved wss the enormous sum
of one million of dollars in gold, the property of the
bunks In tUc town Tills treasure was sent to Charlotte
villa.

At nine P M on the third day, two or three hours
after coming into camp, General Sheridan ordered Geno-
ral Devlns brigade, of Merrill's division, to break cainp
snd move forward. The nighl was dark, wet and un

pleasant; but tinder the direction of faithful guides and
scouts they mn\e,| on to the town of Staunton, driving
the enemy's pickets pell mell before them, pa^mg
through the town almost without opposition, from
Staunton the brigade took the Ko<kflsli (lap road, which
runs east southeast from the town, end proceeded to

Christian s creek, which is seven miles dlMant. At that

point they destroyed a tr' silo hr dge on the Virginia Cen¬
tral Itullroad. Thl was a<« uin| 1- lied wltliout opposition
fn tn the enemy, wh*n 0"iinral l)e\ins returned to

Piamtoti, wh'-re be rejoined tl.e maia column.
ttcomm'liced rainlti? \ iy hard ot: the fourth day,

yet no time *** to beWt Sheridan saw his goal n

1st hand, anil he had tlm ni' i the << nunsnd. rj, and the

will to sccoii.phsh his designs Me therefore otd iel

(iencral Cii> t< r s iiiv ihioii tc no\c in quick nine on tl»S
h*M it«ii rvjw*»».«

craJ Early «ii In forte. Tbe distance to tbe otyective
point vu thirteen miles.
Leaving Staunton, the route was on a common dirt

road. This waa softened by constant rains so that Ikt
mod was nearly two foot deep. Tbe inarch waa nscaa
tartly alow, but tbe troops war* In exoelient spirits, and
only too eager to meet the enemy.
Whan General Custer reached Maherrille, In Miles

from Waynesboro, be eame upon tbe rebel ?tdstlee, but
these be sent lying to their camps In quick time. On
reaching a point near Wayneaboro the column was halted,
and a detachment sent forward to reconnoitre. This party
soon discovered tbe enemy, posted on a range of hills
near Wayneaboro and South river The rebels had Ave
piece# of artillery in position, commanding the front on
which Cuater waa approaching. General Caster imme-
diately diamounted and deployed two regimenta as skir¬
mishers. In the rear of them aad on either aide of the
road were solid regiments. Tbe movement on tbe ene-

ny's works wss the work or a moment Our skirmish¬
ers advanced with rapidity, firing at the enemy, and than -

the whole line moved on tbe enemy's position. The
rebels fired one volley, and then ran like a Hook of sheep.
Their attempt to escape was fruitless, as Carter
closed hia lines oa them, and surrounded nearly the
entire force of tbe enemy, capturing elghty sevsn com¬
missioned offloera, eleven hundred aad slxtyflve snlisted
men, thirteen State and battle flags, seven cannon, one
hundred wagona, ambulancee and other vehicles. Among
tbe rebel officers captured were General Early'a entire
staff.Colonel Orr, chief of artillery, and Colonel Vos-
burg, commanding brigade.
General Early did not attempt to rally or encourage hia

men, but fled when he raw Custer and hia troopa ma¬

neuvering for position. He rode off on a fleet horse, at¬
tended by an orderly, and proceeded through the Blua
Ridge, via Hockflih Gap, and towards Charlottesville.

It JFeins that General Early despaired of making any
sucoessful defence against Sheridan, and on tbe morning
of the day Curtar attacked him he caused all surplus
stores and six pieces of artillery to be placed on a rail¬
road train fur tranKportution elsewhere. This train was
alfto captured by General Custor, together with all tho
spoils, including a large quantity of artillery ammuni¬
tion. The artillery was all destroyed, burst or spiked,
and the gun carriages destroyed, on account of tbe muddy
condition of tbe roads.
Tbe victory was almost a bloodless one, as we only lost

ten or twelvs in killed and wounded.
All tbe rebel wagoun captured from the enemy were

destroyed for tbe same reason above stated.
Goneral Custer remained at Waynesboro until General

Sheiidan, with the main column, came up, and then
pushed on through RockfiiHh Gap to Greenwood, at
which tbe force mentioned at the commencement of this
report was detached to escort tho rsbt>l prisoners to this
point
At last accounts direct from Sheridan General Cuater

whs within a few mllos of Charlottesville, an important
station on the Virginia Central Railroad. General Sheri¬
dan intimated to hi* officers that he had the gamo in his
own hands, aud it would take a strong card of tbe enemy
to beat him. The capturc of EarlyV remnant of his once

splendid army frees the valley of any regular force.
Tho detachment detailed to escort the rebel prisoners

to this point lelt Waynesboro on Friday, tho 3d Inst.
They marched eight miles and encamped at Fixhers-
ville. Colonel Thompson, commanding the brigade,
finding his supply of food inadequate to meet
the requirements of his men and tbe prisoners, sent for¬
ward a detachment to several of the towns through
which they were to p- ss, notifying the inhabitants to
bring out to the roadside fo»d for the rebel prisoners, or

otherwise th-y would starve on the road On reaching
Staunton Colonel Thompson found only a feeble response
to his request, and learning thai the rebels had
stored large quantities of supplies in the Lunatic
Asylum, a requisition wiu» made on that
institution, and our troops and tho rebel
prisoners were partially supplied with flour and bacon.
Colonel Thompson discharged tin.* duty in as agreeable a

manner aud with ar much humanity as the necessity of
the case would permit
The troops wen- not molested on their return trip nntfl

they reac hed the norih fork of the Shenandoah, near
Ifouut Jack-on, where they were met by a small but de-
tormiuvd rebel cnvul ry force, under Central Roaver. It
ujpear* he followed our troop* from Htaunlon, Md
watched an opportunity to ro*cue the rebel priaoaers.
Ho waited until the flili in-t., wlieu o.ir troopa were about
eroding the Shenandoah Ho boldly charged on the
rearguard.the Fifth Now Y«rk cavalry, M%)or Force.
who Roddrnly changed direction, faced the reliel*, and,
with eabre* in hand, muU a cheer and a daah, he drove
Roawr and IiIh men In retreat up the pike towarda Btaua-
toh, capturing twenty-M-ven rebel* and killing flfleea
other*. This charge drove Koxcer ao far to the rear that
he did not trouble our irttopa ai'ain

When our troop* reached Wayneaboro General Sheri¬
dan *ent four courier*, each with a copy of an order to
(.'eneraJ H.mco k, to *end a brigade of infantry and one

of cavalry to meet I he prleoaera at or near Ml Jackaoa.
Two of the couriers were killed, and two were captured.
Hen«e the onler did not reac h its de*tiuat!on.
Th pri oner* all arrived m town to-day, footaore aad

we;iry They were tolerahly well clad, but it waa re-

niarkuhle lo notice Ihcdi -fiarity in the ngeaof the troopa.
They ranged from fifteen to >ixty year* of age. Homeef
tliem ere cin»cripls, uud in*lm upon It that they never
would have gone into the rebel army were they not
forced. Fr<>m their *taicmcnt* it I* mid that a large
force of I'nion cavalry wu* coming down the Virginia
and Central ltullroad from Trntieeeee, and thai il kmd
r-a< \td i$ poin' wnj ntnr /.jn hb"rg
The |iri-om r were at once forwarded to Harper'e

Ferry, mhI from thence they will be *ent to Point Look¬
out, IM,

I.|eiit< mint I V Trnse, Qunr|crmn*lnr, and Oiptaln 8.
W Wheeler, of the Twenty fifth New Vork cavalry, were

caplur <1 iii'arMiuntiiii.
Capt'iln C. Wyatt, Company B, of Flr*t New Hamp¬

shire cavalry, wa* wound" <1 in the left arm

Fery.iiit John Kehoe, of the Kighth New York cavalry,
w»" wounded In the left forearm.
Twent men of the Iwraty flfth New York war# cap¬

ture. wh le fota lug near Hfaunton.
The e»|> <i|tl<>n l« ft great euccea*, and exhibits what

our troop* run overcoma and accoftapli*h when under
*uch lendi n-a' Sheridan, Cutter, Merrttt and athera of
the ri^hl d-«b and apirlt.

Our Special Waalilnglen l>e«p»t«H.
Wa* ihkitov, March 0, IWId.

The lateat new* fr« m the henandouh confirm* tha
Idea held out In thl* corriv poiuienr -, that Hherldan'a
battle with Karly mn*t have taken place a few mllee
Iroin M»unt.iii, and not at Charlottesville Kailjr'a head¬
quarter* were known to have been cHablbhed at that

|M>mt wherei»« CharlotieHVille and tlordonavMe, aa points
of concent ration for Rupplle* for I/oe* army, were known
to be W' ll defended. Tliuy were alfto points on the Orange
nnd Alexandria route to I.yncliburg, ami Important
Mllway Juuetion*, which have never lieen occupied by
our troo|ie *inoe the commencement of Uie war Aboat
a year a«n, when Kilpalritk and Dahlgren made their
raid on Richmond, tloneral I'unter made a demon*'ration
on Charloiteavllle, but only ponot rated to Hie oiUklrl* of
the town, which h found fort lied and well defend d by
both ii'lautiy atid cavalry Having diverted the atten¬

tion of the enemy .ufllcienlly to allow Kil|>etrti'k to get
ofT on hla expedition unperceived, Cunter returned with

*omc dilllculty to ramp.
A* Ihe Orange and Alexandria, Virginia Central aad

Lynchburg railroad*, m«i*t now b<> l*"e $ main aource of

¦upply for his army. It w hardly probable that the key* of

the two former (ior.l -nivllie an l CharleMeevllle-would
be loft unfortliled :iud nndefended. Il I* the much mora

plauRihlc theory that J-b- ri.lan ha* avoided theee points,
and endeavored to burn the brulgw on Uie Lynchburg
Itailroad aero-* the Jame* river, a few mil.-* ea*t of

l.vecl.burg. *n<l Ihe Danville Railroad, acroee the I'ppet
Hoanoke, a abort distance n-rth of Danville, and linn cat

off l^c* couimunicaUooa

REPORTED CAPTURE OF LYSCHBDttG.
Informal n from the /rmy of the Potomac Mate* that

a report l* l" circulation to th eTocl that Lynehbwig la

In our poa»o*>lon, but It cannot bfl traced to auy reliable

a: nrre

Arrlrnl of Ilie llelgla"
p ,<i i\n, We Vin li 1», IM»

The *<< am*hip Peltiau. C'«|)laiu Wjlle, artived here

at a auaiter vest ana P. IL


